Nnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
November 1, 2023

VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION

Jake Sullivan

National Security Advisor

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. Sullivan:

I write today to demand transparency from you regarding the approximately 500 Americans
being held hostage in Gaza. In Sunday’s Face The Nation interview, you stated, “the challenge
right now is the Egyptians are prepared to let Americans and other foreign nationals out of Gaza,
the Israelis have no issue, but Hamas is preventing their departure and making demands.”' On
Monday, White House National Security Council spokesperson John Kirby reaffirmed that Hamas
was making “a number of demands” to allow foreign nationals to leave Gaza.?

Federal law defines “hostage taking” as “the seizing or detention of an individual coupled
with a threat to kill, injure, or continue to detain such individual in order to compel a third person
or governmental organization to take some action.”® The reality is clear: by preventing the
departure of additional Americans from Gaza in exchange for demands on the U.S. government,
Hamas is holding these Americans as hostages. Continuing to make offhanded statements in the
media, while refusing to acknowledge the dire hostage situation that 500 of our own citizens are
facing, is egregious.* The American people, already gravely concerned about the conflict in Israel,
deserve to know the full truth about the impact of this conflict on our citizens.> And the hundreds
of U.S. citizens who are being forced to stay in Gaza under the control of murderous terrorists
deserve the full support of their government.

Unfortunately, this is not the first time you have misled the entire government, as well as
the American public, about the status of security threats in the Middle East. Just eight days before
Hamas launched their barbaric surprise attack against Israel, you stated, “the Middle East is quieter
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today than it has been in two decades.”® Yet, to date, over 1,400 Israelis have been killed, including
33 Americans murdered by Hamas.’

To get these people home, we cannot employ your usual strategy of appeasement of the
Iranian regime. The United States should never negotiate with terrorists, especially those which
seek to destroy Israel, our strongest ally in the Middle East. The Iranian regime is the world’s
largest state sponsor of terrorism, and it has no qualms with funding terrorist groups throughout
the Middle East, including Hamas, Islamic Jihad, and Hezbollah. We have witnessed Iran-backed
Hamas murder innocent civilians and we have seen evidence that Hamas beheaded babies and
burned Israelis alive. Their abhorrent actions are an affront to the Western values we hold dear. We
must do everything we can to rescue these Americans without engaging in appeasement of Hamas
or other Iranian proxies, which will only embolden future campaigns of violence.

I ask that you provide a staff briefing no later than Monday, November 6, to answer the
following questions:

1.) You stated that the United States is in regular contact with Americans in Gaza. How
many Americans have been able to successfully reach out to the U.S. government, and
what is the estimate of the number of Americans that remain in Gaza that have not been
able to reach out?

2.) Does the United States acknowledge the statutory definition for “hostage taking”? If not,
what is the definition the United States is utilizing to determine who is a hostage in Gaza?

3.) If the United States recognizes the statutory definition of “hostage taking,” why have you
not categorized the Americans trapped in Gaza in your hostage estimates?

4.) What is the Biden Administration’s plan to secure the safe release of all Americans in the
Gaza region?

5.) What specific steps is the Biden Administration taking to facilitate the safe release of all
Americans in the Gaza region?

6.) Does the Biden Administration plan on engaging in negotiations or diplomatic
discussions with Hamas to facilitate the release of the approximately 500 American
hostages?

Sincerely,

% Blackburn

United States Senator
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