
 

 

 

December 4, 2025 

 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 

 

Witold Bańka 

President 

World Anti-Doping Agency  

Montreal, Canada 

 

Dear President Bańka, 

 

We write to express our concern over allegations that the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) 

has been searching for whistleblowers who helped reveal the swimming doping scandal in 2021 

involving People’s Republic of China athletes. According to the reporting, WADA officials have 

launched an internal operation, “Operation Puncture” to investigate the leak of the 2021 doping 

allegations. While WADA claims that their motivations are innocent, it appears this investigation’s 

intent is to intimidate and suppress whistleblowers. If these allegations are accurate, WADA is not 

defending clean sport but is continuing to defend a cover-up. 

 

The signers of this letter have been leading the effort to demand accountability from WADA for 

its handling of the case of 23 Chinese swimmers who tested positive for the banned substance 

Trimetazidine before the Tokyo Olympics. We have urged full transparency and cooperation with 

investigators. Instead, WADA has met those calls with defensiveness, denial, and now alleged 

retaliation. This is unacceptable. Whistleblowers are not the enemy, but instead are the reason 

doping scandals come to light in the first place. If WADA is spending its time and resources 

chasing down those who reveal misconduct instead of addressing the misconduct itself, it has lost 

sight of its mission to ensure doping-free sport and is betraying the athletes it was created to 

protect. When global institutions like WADA allegedly target those who come forward, they not 

only silence whistleblowers—they shatter public trust and harm every athlete who competes 

honestly. 

 

Earlier this year, the Senate Commerce Committee advanced our bipartisan Restoring Confidence 

in the World Anti-Doping Agency Act, which aims to strengthen oversight and transparency and 

ensure that athletes are competing in doping-free Olympic and Paralympic Games. The allegations 

now before us underscore exactly why that oversight and transparency is urgently needed.  

 

This episode demonstrates why the United States was right to withhold funding for WADA. United 

States taxpayer dollars must never fund efforts to intimidate whistleblowers or conceal 

misconduct. The integrity of international sport depends on one simple principle: the truth. We 

urge WADA to take immediate steps to reaffirm its commitment to whistleblower protections and 

to rebuild the trust of athletes and fans worldwide. 

 

 



 

To begin to restore confidence in WADA’s commitment to clean competition, we ask that you 

respond to the following questions by December 17, 2025: 

 

1. Does WADA currently maintain an independent system to protect whistleblowers who 

report allegations of doping or cover-ups? What safeguards currently exist to ensure 

whistleblowers can come forward safely and confidentially? 

 

 

2. Has WADA, in connection with the People’s Republic of China swimmers’ case, taken any 

steps to identify, monitor, or retaliate against individuals who shared information with 

journalists, government officials, law enforcement, or anti-doping agencies? 

 

a. If such actions occurred, who authorized them and on what legal or ethical grounds? 
 

 

3. Will WADA commit to releasing all internal communications related to the People’s 

Republic of China swimmers’ case and the alleged whistleblower investigation? 

 

 

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

______________________                                ______________________             

                     Marsha Blackburn                                            Chris Van Hollen 

                     United States Senator                                       United States Senator          

                                        

 

 

                    _____________________                                ______________________             

                     John Moolenaar                                                Raja Krishnamoorthi  

                     Chairman                                                          Ranking Member          

                     Select Committee on the                                  Select Committee on the  

                    Chinese Communist Party                                Chinese Communist Party 

 

 

 
 


