MNnited Dtates Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

November 20, 2024

VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION

The Honorable Antony Blinken Anthony Clare

Secretary Chargé d’ Affaires

U.S. Department of State U.S. Mission to ICAO

Washington, DC 20520 Montreal, Quebec, Canada H3C 5J9

Dear Secretary Blinken and Chargé d’ Affaires Clare:

We are writing to urge the U.S. Department of State and U.S. Mission to the International Civil
Aviation Organization (USICAQO) to actively participate in and support the effort—along with
other ICAO member states—to raise the mandatory commercial pilot retirement age standard. The
American public deserves the most qualified and experienced pilots when traveling.

During the 14" Air Navigation Conference held this year from August 26™ to September 6, the
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) advanced formal action directed at raising or
even eliminating the institution’s recommended pilot retirement age of 65 years.! This initiative—
led by Canada, Australia, Brazil, Japan, New Zealand, the United Kingdom, and the International
Air Transport Association—makes it increasingly likely that the international community will
move to increase the suggested retirement age in the near future. Such a move would be consistent
with data from around the world, which confirm that experienced pilots have fewer accidents than
junior pilots.2 Therefore, it would stand to reason that raising or eliminating the pilot retirement
age—coupled with the existing rigorous technical and medical testing that pilots undergo—would
result in a reduction of accidents by closing the experience gap and retaining the greatest level of
experience our passengers expect on the flight deck. In fact, many countries around the world
already allow pilots above the age of 65 to fly and have been doing so without compromising
safety.’

The United States is one of I[CAQ’s largest member states and one of 36 states that make up the
ICAO Council. The USICAO is tasked with improving the safety, security, and sustainability of
civil aviation in the U.S., and, as such, has an obligation to advocate for changes to international
standards to benefit American consumers and our dominance in the skies. Therefore, the USICAO
should not spend this debate sitting on the sidelines. If the United States cedes our leadership role
in this space on the international stage, we know that China—who is presently and actively joining
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our partners to advocate for raising the pilot retirement age—will gladly fill that void. We urge
you to actively participate in this important process and support raising ICAQO’s standard for the
pilot retirement age.

Sincerely,
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